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A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON 

CITY, TENNESSEE was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 

and Safety Building, 601 East Main Street, Johnson City, Tennessee on 

Thursday, February 5, 2015. 

   

PRESENT: Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, 

Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita, Pete 

Peterson, City Manager, and Janet Jennings, City Recorder. 

 

Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

At this time, Robert McKinney, Deacon, Grace Temple Eternal Life 

Center, gave the invocation, which was followed by the pledge of 

allegiance. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the minutes of the regularly scheduled City 

Commission Meeting held on Thursday, January 15, 2015, be and the same 

are hereby approved. 
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At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin presented a proclamation 

in support of Black History Month.  Herb Greenlee, City of Johnson 

City, and Robert McKinney, Deacon, Grace Temple Eternal Life Center, 

were present to accept. 
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At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin presented a proclamation 

recognizing Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week.  Agnes Rhodes, 

Regional Coordinator, Mended Little Hearts, was present to accept. 

 
 

 

At this time, Phil Pindzola, Public Works Director, presented a 

Public Works Department Update. 

 

At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin opened the public input 

session.  No one spoke. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas was absent from 

the Chambers.  There were no nay votes. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Beer License Application for Alvaro Leon Jacobo, 

7 Hermanos Mexican Cuisine, Inc., 3101 West Market Street, Johnson 

City, Tennessee, be and the same is hereby approved.  Alvaro Leon 

Jacobo, applicant, was present. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas was absent from 

the Chambers.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the appointment of Dan Miller to the Public 

Building Authority Board, be and the same is hereby approved.  City 

staff will re-advertise for applications. The City Commission will 

fill the remaining appointment to the Public Building Authority Board 

in March. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas was absent from 

the Chambers.  There were no nay votes.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the pulling from the Consent Agenda of the renaming 

of Neighborhood Field at Kiwanis Park to Arrowood-Mashburn Little 

League Field, be and the same is hereby approved.  

  

Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas was absent from 

the Chambers.  There were no nay votes.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the renaming of Neighborhood Field at Kiwanis Park 

to Arrowood-Mashburn Little League Field, be and the same is hereby 

approved.  

  

Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes.  
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the remainder of the Consent Agenda for February 5, 

2015, be and the same is hereby approved.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. GENERAL: 

 

i. Parks & Recreation Department 

Consider renaming Neighborhood Field at Kiwanis Park to Arrowood-

Mashburn Little League Field 

 

ii. Police Department 

Consider Memorandum of Understanding between ETSU, Applied Social 

Research Laboratory and the City of Johnson City for the Family Justice 

Center to conduct four-(4) Survivor Focus Groups during Year One of the 

grant program 

 

iii. Human Resources 

Consider the recommendation to discontinue the Fire and Police 15-mile 

radius residency requirement 

 

iv. Public Works Department 

Consider closing costs in the amount of $5,724.73 for Tract 6 (1903 Indian 

Ridge)  on the Indian Ridge Project  

 

v. Public Works Department 

Consider relocation expenses in the amount of $4,980.00 for Tract 6 (1903 

Indian Ridge Road) on the  Indian Ridge Project 

 

vi. Purchasing Department 

Consider declaring certain Public Works Department ~ Landscaping 

Division vehicles as surplus:  (1) Roller & (1) Dump Truck 
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B. INVOICES: 

 

i. The TML Pool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34,928.75 

Risk Management 

Claim Invoice 

Funding Source:  Insurance Fund Liability Reserves 

 

ii. Washington County, Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . $88,036.00 

Finance Department ~ Collection Bill 

Funding Source:  General Fund $83,698 / JCDA – TIF $4,338 

 

iii. Mattern & Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,190.00 

Public Works Department ~ VA Access Road  

Funding Source:  Federal HPP & 20% Local Funds 

 

iv. Mattern & Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $545.25 

Public Works Department 

Traffic Signal Upgrade & Interconnection of Six-(6) Intersections  

Funding Source:  STP Funding 

 

v. Gresham, Smith & Partners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $712.19 

Public Works Department   

Indian Ridge Road Improvements  

Funding Source:  STP Funds 

 

vi. Outdoor Art – Sculpture LLC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,000.00 

Public Works Department  

Mark Moulton & Duke Oursler 

Funding Source:  Founders Park Project 

 

vii. Lamar Dunn & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $8,888.50 

Public Works Department ~ FINAL PAYMENT 

Stormwater Culvert Design Ashe Street to Founders Park 

Funding Source:  Stormwater Fund 
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viii. Lamar Dunn & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,295.20 

Water & Sewer Services 

Emergency Generator at State of Franklin Water Booster Station 

Funding Source:  Water/Sewer Bond Funded 

 

C. BIDS: 

 

i. ITB #5879 

Taff and Frye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $77,300.00 

Public Works Department 

Abatement & Demolition of Former U-Haul Building 

Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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ii. ITB #5880 

FLW Southeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $51,573.50 

Water & Sewer Services 

Electromagnetic Flow Meters  

Funding Source:  Rate Funded Capital 
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iii. ITB #5888 

M&M Contract Mowing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46,400.00 

Public Works Department ~ Street Division 

Interstate 26 Mowing & Litter Collection 

Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense (offset by TDOT Revenues) 

 

 

D. PURCHASES: 

 

i. John Deere Landscaping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000.00 

Public Works Department ~ Landscaping Division 

Shrubs & Perennials 

Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense  

 

E. PROPOSALS: 

 

i. RFP #5883 

RYE Engineering Inc. PLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $133,200.00 

Water & Sewer Services 

Leak Detection Service Contract  

Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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At this time a public hearing was held regarding Ordinance No. 

4573-15.  No one spoke for or against this item. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, Ordinance No. 4573-15, “TO AMEND THE ZONING 

ORDINANCE REGARDING NON-RESIDENTIAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT 

FACILITIES,” was passed on second reading.  The motion carried by five 

ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

At this time, Tommy Burleson, Burleson Construction Company, 

presented an update on the Animal Shelter construction.  

 

At this time, Janet Jennings, Finance Director, presented the 

Report of the Director of the Office of State and Local Finance 

Concerning the Proposed Issuance of General Obligation Refunding 

Bonds, Series 2015 as well as a letter from the Director. 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 

adoption.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a bond resolution for the refunding of Water/Sewer 

Debt, be and the same is hereby approved.  Joe Ayres, Cumberland 

Securities, addressed the City Commission. 

 

Upon motion by Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, seconded by Commissioner 

Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the amendment to the Johnson City Development 

Authority Founders Park Policy, to substitute Section IX as follows:  

Great Lawn - $360 full day/$310 half Day; Entire Park – $500 full day; 

Amphitheatre - $250 deposit, refundable if renting entity holds the 

indicated event, non-refundable if the event is not held or if the 

event is not cancelled at least 30 days prior to the date for which 

the Amphitheatre was reserved; Refunds will be provided if the event 

is cancelled due to inclement weather; Use of Founders Park (Great 

Lawn and/or Amphitheatre) is subject to reservation for an event as 

determined by the description in Section I and when not reserved, they 

are open to Community use without charge, be and the same is hereby 

approved.  Charles Stahl, IV, Assistant City Manager, addressed the 

City Commission. 

   

Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the amendment to the Johnson City Development 

Authority Founders Park Policy, to add the ability for each party to 

terminate with a 30-day written notice under Section V, be and the 

same is hereby approved.   
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Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 

adoption.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the Johnson City Development Authority Founders 

Park Policy, as amended, be and the same is hereby approved.   

Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 

motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the addition to the agenda of Ordinance No. 4574-15 

on first reading, be and the same is hereby approved. 

   

Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, Ordinance No. 4574-15, “AN ORDINANCE TO ABANDON A PORTION 

OF WILSON AVENUE UPON THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS CONTAINED HEREIN AND 

REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH,” was passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five 

ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 

At the time, City Manager Pete Peterson made a presentation of 

the 2014 National Citizen Survey Results. 

 

At this time, City Manager Pete Peterson presented the City 

Manager’s Report. 

 

There being no further business or discussion, Mayor Ralph Van 

Brocklin adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  

 

    

              

           RALPH VAN BROCKLIN 

            MAYOR 

 

      

JANET JENNINGS 

CITY RECORDER 

 

 

 

ITEMS DEFERRED: 

1. None. 
 

ACTION ITEMS: 

1. City staff will re-advertise for applications. The City 

Commission will fill the remaining appointment to the Public 

Building Authority Board in March. 

 

 


